
Ann Keen and Nerys Hughes launch 
Queen’s Nursing Institute’s archive 
film DVD 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Health Ann Keen MP and actress Nerys Hughes today 
launched a new archive film DVD, to formally open the Queen’s Nursing Institute’s year-long 
celebration of the 150th anniversary of district nursing. 
  
Around seventy guests heard Ann Keen and Nerys Hughes speak of their experiences. Ann Keen was 
formerly a district nurse before starting her political career while Nerys Hughes was the star of ‘The 
District Nurse’, a historical BBC drama set in the Welsh valleys in the 1920s. She is also a long standing 
supporter of charitable causes.
  
Ann Keen spoke of district nurses’ feistiness, sense of humour and resourcefulness, which was captured 
by the films showing nurses reaching remote patients by horse, boat and bicycle. She said, “The 150th 
anniversary of district nursing in the UK is a huge milestone for the nursing profession. The unique 
values of district nursing are more relevant than ever in today’s NHS. Then as now district nurses have 
to be everywhere and the work they do is vital.” 
  
Nerys Hughes spoke about her enormous respect for real district nurses which she had gained while 
shooting the series, which was carefully researched for historical accuracy. She said “district nurses, 
then as now, were frequently called upon to go beyond the call of duty, but they have not always 
received full recognition for their work”. 
  
Rosemary Cook, Director of the QNI, recalled the words of the employer of the first district nurse, 
William Rathbone, who called it “the story of a successful experiment” while noting that more than ever 
the charity needs funds to continue its work. Last year requests for financial assistance from nurses in 
need increased by almost 90%. 
  
The event was hosted by Rathbones Brothers plc, in recognition of the 150 year connection between 
the Rathbone family and district nursing. Members of the Rathbone family, including William Rathbone, 
great great-grandson of the founder and himself a trustee of the QNI, also attended the event. 
  
The DVD is now available to buy from the QNI online shop, launched today at www.qni.org.uk for 
£9.99 plus p&p. 
  
Notes to editors 
  
The six films on the new DVD have been transferred from original celluloid reels to digital format with 
the help of the British Film Institute. All of the films show the lives of real district nurses in town and 
country, treating real patients in their homes, including midwifery, health visiting and emergencies, 
sometimes with a dramatic turn. They films were originally shown in cinemas to help show the general 
public, in Britain and abroad, the working lives of district nurses. They are of interest to modern nurses 
as they show how nursing techniques have changed. 
  
The earliest film on the DVD dates from 1930 and most of the footage not been seen for several 
decades. Only one fragment of a silent 1935 film called ‘Queen’s Nurses at work in country districts’ 
survives, and the QNI would be very interested to hear from anyone who might have further 
information about this film. Other films show the work of nurses in the very early years of the NHS. 
Both the QNI and BFI are engaged in ongoing research about them and more information is available 
at www.districtnursing150.org.uk  
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