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8% fall in number of nursing students  

UCAS data has revealed that 16,100 students have accepted places on nursing courses 

in England, an 8% fall on the 2016 numbers. A further 6,090 students have been 

offered a place, whilst 13,690 may be placed through clearing. Since 2016, the number 

of students aged 25 and over has fallen by 12%.  

The Royal College of Nursing (RCN) commented: “Even with the possibility of further 

students being placed in the coming weeks, these low numbers are filling a leaking 

bucket. More people are leaving the profession than joining it … The Government has 

promised 10,000 more health care professionals in the next five years, but we need 

transparency over how it intends to monitor its progress … New investment in nursing 

students must be part of this to ensure the future of nursing and the safety of 

patients”.   

 

Two-thirds of trainee GPs are planning to work in NHS general practice 

A study by the University of Warwick has found that two in three trainee doctors plan 

on working in NHS general practice; with many planning to work as salaried GPs or 

locums as opposed to entering GP partnerships. A survey of 178 trainee GPs in the 

West Midlands found that career plans are heavily influenced by the quality of general 

practice experience during training, particularly morale and workloads. The unfavourable 

portrayal of general practice which the media and politicians create was also a 

significant factor, alongside sociodemographic factors.  

The Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) commented: “… the prospect of 

losing new GPs so early in their careers could be disastrous for the NHS. Unfortunately 

these findings are a clear indication that trainees are being put off from a career in 

general practice because they are seeing first-hand the intense resource and workload 

pressures GPs and our teams are facing across the country … We urgently need to turn 

general practice around and make it the attractive career option that it once was – not 

just as a profession that trainees want to enter, but as a profession that they want to 

work in for years to come”.  

 

https://www.rcn.org.uk/news-and-events/news/new-investment-in-students-must-be-a-priority
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases/only_two-thirds_of/
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/2017/august/prospect-of-losing-new-gps-so-early-in-their-careers-could-be-disastrous-the-for-nhs-says-rcgp.aspx
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Next stages of childhood obesity plan 

Public Health England has announced plans to assess evidence on the number of 

calories consumed by children, and set a target to reduce excess calories from the 

foods that children consume the most. Currently, a third of children are obese or 

overweight when leaving primary school and a record level of children in the UK are 

diagnosed with type two diabetes.  

The Department of Health has also provided £5 million funding for a new obesity policy 

research unit. This will support long-term term research into childhood obesity and 

provide independent advice to analysts and policy makers.   

Clinical Placement Funding 

Health Education England has written to Higher Education Institutes regarding funds for 

additional clinical placements, which includes pre-registration nursing education.  The 

funding will provide more flexibility for universities to provide additional places and 

permit collaboration between universities and local healthcare organisations to provide 

placements for more students. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/next-stage-of-world-leading-childhood-obesity-plan-announced
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/5-million-investment-for-new-obesity-policy-research-unit
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2017-18%20funding%20allocation%20letter%20August%202017.pdf

